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Getting the Most From Warm Up Hymns and Chorales
By Jeff Cranfill

These short pieces are ideal for beginning a rehearsal. Before the demands of many
orchestra pieces, these warm ups give the orchestra an opportunity to focus on tone,
intonation, balance, finesse, following the conductor, listening, playing key
signatures accurately, playing at different dynamic levels, and more. They help set
the course for how they will play for the rest of the rehearsal.

These 10 tips can help these warm ups to be increasingly more fruitful:

1. Emphasize active, rather than passive playing. The players need to really pay
attention to all aspects of what they are doing, as opposed to playing on auto-pilot.
If they are not focused, start one of the pieces, stop conducting, but have them
continue playing. They will have to play actively to hold it all together. That is
active playing

2. Players must listen to others while they play — be no louder or softer than the
players around you:

If all you can hear is you — you’re too loud
If you can’t hear yourself — you’re too soft

3. Very your tempos — don’t’ be too predictable — make sure the orchestra follows
you. If not, stop and teach them about stay with you. Give clear beginning, beats,
and cutoff.

4. Vary dynamics — none are written, so assign the dynamic you would like for them
to use. Even try varying dynamics within the piece — they follow your lead.

5. For legato pieces — teach the concept of playing horizontally - emphasizing long,
broad lines, rather than vertically — as in marcato style.

6. For intonation — players need to know when they hear a problem. When you hear
something is not in tune, assume it is you and adjust your pitch. If it gets worse —
you guessed wrong. Adjust in the other direction.

6. Bring out the melody. Teach players with the melody to play just a bit stronger.
Teach players with accompaniment to listen for the melody while they play.

8. Teach the rise and fall of melody lines and musical phrases — there needs to be a
slight crescendo and decrescendo with that rise and fall.

9. Keep an even sound — don’t let the high notes protrude loudly, and the low notes
fade out softly.

10. Have them play with musicality — even on warm ups.
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61. This is My Father's World
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62. O Worship the King
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63. O Worship the King
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64. O Worship the King

Concert Bb
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4. Praise God (The Doxology)
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6. Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing
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7. Eternal Father, Strong To Save
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15. Chorale
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Arranged by Jeff Cranfill

Warm-up Hymns and Chorales for Christmas

16. O Come All Ye Faithful
Concert G
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17. O Come All Ye Faithful
Concert Ab
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