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Getting the Most From Warm Up Hymns and Chorales
By Jeff Cranfill

These short pieces are ideal for beginning a rehearsal. Before the demands of many
orchestra pieces, these warm ups give the orchestra an opportunity to focus on tone,
intonation, balance, finesse, following the conductor, listening, playing key
signatures accurately, playing at different dynamic levels, and more. They help set
the course for how they will play for the rest of the rehearsal.

These 10 tips can help these warm ups to be increasingly more fruitful:

1. Emphasize active, rather than passive playing. The players need to really pay
attention to all aspects of what they are doing, as opposed to playing on auto-pilot.
If they are not focused, start one of the pieces, stop conducting, but have them
continue playing. They will have to play actively to hold it all together. That is
active playing

2. Players must listen to others while they play — be no louder or softer than the
players around you:

If all you can hear is you — you’re too loud
If you can’t hear yourself — you’re too soft

3. Vary your tempos — don’t be too predictable — make sure the orchestra follows
you. If not, stop and teach them about stay with you. Give clear beginning, beats,
and cutoff.

4. Vary dynamics — none are written, so assign the dynamic you would like for them
to use. Even try varying dynamics within the piece — they follow your lead.

5. For legato pieces — teach the concept of playing horizontally - emphasizing long,
broad lines, rather than vertically — as in marcato style.

6. For intonation — players need to know when they hear a problem. When you hear
something is not in tune, assume it is you and adjust your pitch. If it gets worse —
you guessed wrong. Adjust in the other direction.

6. Bring out the melody. Teach players with the melody to play just a bit stronger.
Teach players with accompaniment to listen for the melody while they play.

8. Teach the rise and fall of melody lines and musical phrases — there needs to be a
slight crescendo and decrescendo with that rise and fall.

9. Keep an even sound — don’t let the high notes protrude loudly, and the low notes
fade out softly.

10. Have them play with musicality — even on warm ups.
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36. Jesus Shall Reign

Concert F

Y M 1) T e o/ Rl (NN 7 L) e «yl
o o | .Fw .1_ 1l ~d
ALl Al TN 1l S
AL AL \\\m \\\m ~t TN QR \\\ﬁ LA\ Wy o 11 \\\m \MV N \\m .'\1
1L e e alarn m (Nl ) W ) o
| | _ [l 1
(YRR TN [ 1N L L) L o M N mi N , |
”.’.
o LY il ~1 N
'L -l T~ TN e e el TN (ENY e we T e /V: ¢l|g || e i
o
o« b | AL - mm}_ [ YRN -2 mm LHl
%
[ YHREN a [NI\E BIL T ol TRD| el T | AaE Al TTY M \\\ano TR o R v QL
w o 1 1
I (YHN ol
(YIA Ll || T e I Y b || T Hu\} wo (TN TN Al L (YRR
o [Y AL § L)
o o o] » || e o Q] Al Y , | m.\} EEN o L) [ oL (YRR (Y o«
m
[ YHRN Al ol Al M ol I YE. WA AN LENN oLl T AL e (Y (YRR AL [ YHAN
L _! h
oL il (Y1 1N al e AR Al M Gl TN o (Y \ i) TN i) \ O (YRR A A
[ YUANI N b || ﬂ. Ami.
/ Ll Bk, (o] 17 N 177 BEEA
m
\ o 1k Ll
[ YU ™ b | QL T fad I TN [\INERY TN m-}\ QL Ow  T[Tee TN T O AN QL NI
mN
ol [} N (Y L) N 1N T f\{ LI LENN 2| e e (e [ TN || [ YRR
(2 NRNIA)
[ YRIA TN Y YR [ YN e TTe ol T “w || e ot ™ e | L) 1 oial T b | [ YRIA
*
<
I
)
7 =
e a2 e =
m g a
2 = ‘g <
g 3 = =
Nl M L il e ~y TR TR W] TR 7 Ml 2 O E e [Tew T S AN TR Nl ML
B B B B | B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B
N HE.N e HE.N B n N X% HE.N BN BN BN HE.N N BN _en N ) N HE.N
NP N N BN NG NG NG N A A e N G N A N A N 22 & &
el S —— — ——
E 5 £ g & £% = 9 S50 o8 @ = & g g K = N o
S R R B R o A
=] ~ _m. & /|

20

19

18

17



‘Warm-Up Hymns and Chorales - volume 5 - Page 6

il —1- . i) ™ e (15N |
.7_ T e i Tl
[ar il T Ik
o
at [ 8 Y ¢ Yl TR T NERY ™ . ,m\ .k LSl LI
W L H p
— N — N N k g
. e Fa
TN TN [NEEE o [ 2 M
=]
@
QU T || o o @l T ™ N nn 1-\1 Wel o T | Qg Yl o LI
o] [\, (il ik e - Il i ) Py ! Tel w T e [’ N ik |||
i
=4
i T | e s T (YA M e at T ~ .m T N (YRR (I e ||
ol L, Al L,
o T (Nl o il
N
(I8 i i il
f=4
o m \ T T Yl NIl TR N\ M N | m e T q N T Nl
P YHEN Al [ YN ™
(YA N b | N LA\ I
o] LY Al , | S i
o] A o] ! M -\; Il TR (VAN IO & \A TR w e ()] Q] M D |
o » | L L)
(I (1 a ol mw}\ L,
(YHi A el ™
o i ol T ¢ N TR N\ T o M| T w [T i q il M ||
([} Al [T e
CYRHN A O el ik o Hu{_ [l e e Y] AN
o] ﬁé e
LYRUN A € m o el ik ol TR A [l . T e Y] AL n Yl
f’fl L [ 1A8 [ 1AE ﬁjo ﬁi;
o] 1T [Y bt ool ] A L) k)
N
\ o T [\,
o m ol i o N ML Mo N TR AL \fi W TR R THEY Ql \HiN i il
HE.N BN e BN B X% e v BN N N BN BN NN HE.N e~ HE.N e
NP N Y A N N N N &) o el Y o NP AN N X 22 A o
—_—T —— ——
E] < ] g = £ % = o SEC 8 v = = 2 < = k] S o
= © S &4 S £ 5 2 % B3 £ E o 5 E 2 = = > > 2
2 &4 < 2 25
= oA

24

23

22

21



‘Warm-Up Hymns and Chorales - volume 5 - Page 7

il ol [ YRR LYl
_ / _ / SF]
L A (18 e TN . e TTTY N e o
~t 4 fnd M MmN T \ \ A
N
o o M TN N 17 W N TR -1— QUL
o M
NN 1 N o ) 4 ~d o TN AL nd TN O e T f~ o o (YRR
A
| 9
|| | il T AL il e Al =L e e 2| [N
s AN u o g Ie |t ]
11 11 a Ll s
b || ! Ll ol L) ! ! ol L) mm}\ ! A | L) ! s ! N ol ol
[ in NG [ inNg | In NG [ in NG
=
b || LY e NI TN nu}\ MA " MmN b ||
R
. . c A
fard fad ol T b || Ol 1T Al m T AL oL AL
(W YA
LHRN |1 LHRN RN N N AL LHRN
L 1N
L 7 (YRR Mmw (YRR MmN t i 0o my (1Y N My [ YRR YR Il
| | | 1 1
(W = L
<
)
|| AR || AL b | oy L] e b ||
o =)
b | 2 | (N
_ 3
A Ll £ 3
Nl N (YH L Al [ YRR I AL 3 \JH = o | I TTTY (Y [\uN
[a]
[ Exy a [}
ALl Ll -1_ |l MmN ALl
i
N
|| MR o || TR < TN e b || L
] e ] ] Rid M ] ] © I+ ] ] ] A
s\ [y i) i pat
A u |t _oF]
NI B e XY an |
o
.l Il Y e Il . ¢ L < m, R \EA Wl
A A
HE.N BN B BN B X% e v BN N N BN NN N BN HE.N e~ HE.N BN
o NG A N N N N o & el Y &N A N N N 2 e &
e———
———— —— —
4 s ] F = £7 < 3 SEC w8 s 2 g g g £ K S o
z = o & o £& £ < B3 SE a 5 E 5 = = > > 2
% = N = = = A~
2 A < = =y
& A

28

27

26

25



Warm-Up Hymns and Chorales -volume 5 - Page 8

(QXJe “Ip] lD] e 1D BielID) D 0 e ICAm gy Mew |[||ge D) (QL cogl ¢ ¢ ¢
A Tk
[ YN o o o
1T
% [
TN e TN TN QR TN f~d M W 2 7 1Y TN o TN QLG M TR QUL
[$)
| N
Al NI Q] Nk T NTAR e ~ T we [T T N ~d Nk o
/ ot A e
N 4y e M L) e ML Tl e m ﬂir TN AR | ) M e MmN [WHANEN M MmN ) ||
(Y
o] ™ e AL TN I ™ q A
o L, ™ = |
Rl L) N M T N AR TR NERN e ™ TN 1 (YIA M VL
vl L) Vil A “™ aiL! (=N
N h\\ d\a JQ -\\_ 1IER [ YRRN
5 . .V\W o .| . c .| . .| .
QL \HER i J , | e o) QL QL TR “ RN \IEER £ [} DY [\&H| CEREN » | 9
a
L
al 1T 11 _ il o T
[ YRRRY AL el uun uun [ YR [ YRIA bell  elell] u"n A-} AL Anrm N uu ol uun uw\l
ol YiER AL 1Y T TN AL AL o e AN [ YRIA O (el T Ll [ YRIA T ol
L] AN lex| I« |t o
| |
(108 N (1! [ B
[ YRRI AL b | AL el ot -#
il I ol a \
| A Y [ N T N MQ| It TN Anwwr \EE i< -\'\— [T} MmN [\ QL MmN I
N HE.N X% HE.N B n % e v BN BN N BN HE.N mr.. BN BN HE.N = HE.N BN
NP N N A N N N N AN B e Ne A N A N B N 22 ;@A
—_—T —— ———
i S 4 g = 4 5% - @ NN g % & = ] =% s < S -
= o o} 2 o ] < < N 3 . 3 g & T IS = > 1
: : 5§ & 3 e £ s - ©T -
m d Hl = o

32

31

30

29



‘Warm-Up Hymns and Chorales - volume 5 - Page 9

37. He Leadeth Me

Concert Bb
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38. He Leadeth Me

Concert C
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39. My Jesus I Love Thee

Concert G
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40. My Jesus I Love Thee

Concert F
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41. Sweet Hour of Prayer

Concert C
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42. Sweet Hour of Prayer
Concert D
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35. Jesus Shall Reign Arranged by Jeff Cranfill
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35. Jesus Shall Reign Arranged by Jeff Cranfill
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